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set off for Lake Geneva and reached its shore at Lausanne. They first felt its full charm in Vevay, where nature and Rousseau's poetry were united in most beautiful harmony. Goethe could not refrain from tears when he saw before him all the places which Rousseau through his Nouvelle Hgloise had peopled with sensuous beings. From Vevay the company rode westward in the direction of Geneva as far as Rolle. From there they took a side trip into the southern part of the Jura in order to visit the Vallee de Joux, washed out in the summit of the mountain range. This brought them back again into Bernese territory and Goethe once more enjoyed the prosperity, activity, and cleanliness of the inhabitants, but, above all, the fine highways, which he, the Weimar commissioner of highways, had not expected in this remote mountain region. As they ascended the summit valley in order to reach the D61e they entered French territory. Here was a great transition. "The first thing we noticed was the bad roads. The soil is very stony . . . the surrounding forests are ruined, one can readily see in the appearance of houses and inhabitants, I will not say, their want, but at least their very straitened circumstances; they belong almost as serfs to the canons of St. Claude, they are bound to the soil, and are taxed heavily, sujets & la main morte et au droit de la suite" The summit of the D61e was reached at noon; the weather was splendid. Goethe here enjoyed a panorama of the Alps such as he had not seen before. On the top of the Rigi, four years before, the weather was foggy, and since then he had not ascended any peak which afforded a comprehensive view of the Alps and their foothills. What here impressed itself upon his eyes and soul he has depicted for us with incomparable beauty. After having described the green hills between Vevay, Geneva, and Solothurn, with their thousand blinking villages, he continues: "And ever again were our eyes and souls drawn to the series of gleaming ice-covered mountains. The sun inclined more toward the west and illuminated their larger surfaces before us. What black rocky ridges and crags,